ichael Ford was jus
23 monihs old when
he resd his first book.
Hy twi, he could identify the
first 20 chemacal elements in
the penodac table of elements
from bath theis symebols and
their alomig struciures
Before he mrmed three, he
could recale the Greek .I||"-|'|.h|'|-q:|
and identify ibe  individial
letlers, He also kmew Moy
brecds of dog amd car, dilTerent
Howers amd herbs anid reoog-
nised works of many famous
amisls. Hy the age of five, he
b & resding level of between
erghl amd nipe
A child genius? Mo, say s
parenls Ciranl and Denise
Meither Michael (9,
has sister Mapdalen (6]

(918

Wi

is also sdvanced for her
ape - are excepitsonally bright,

says Crram

He reckons every child is
capable of [wch incredible
resulls, iF only they are given
the chance.

Chald development reseanch
shows half of a child's palen
lnal miellipence, or |i1:;i.'4hi|i|5.
10 learm, 15 developed before
the ape of four

A Turther S0 percent s adided
ovwer the next four vears bai
the oddes we gel, the harder
|:'i|rI1II1|' hl'l_'ll:lll_"\-\.

Childrens ability 1o nid anly
Emjay schoal l‘l_ll K] |'|-.,'r|.-:"||
well may be directly affected
I'\.!. the amusing of stimolation
they get in preschons] years,
when importand pathways in
e braem are being developed

Girnnt apd Denise Ford have
always believed chilifren find
lenrming  easier if they s
crotariped mght fnom an e
age, In foct, the couple were

E Maw Zealand Waoman's Weekhy

Digmise Ford
ughl their children
33| and Magdalea tn

by thesge ol fsin
14
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HAATHD RESHTEY "N

s0 passiomale abowl helping
Mlichas="s |||'l\.:'|-||'\l||'-. 16y

cisEed thew own sccelerbed

lenrn NE SVEREM, |.l.||_.,|| 15 [y
w0l as Beadmg Masier

Combin ing thie besi practices
of leadimg educowrs  such
ns  Philadelphia-based  chald
dveloprnient guru Glenn Doman
andl Tiakimn aducational reformer
Mina Momlesson, they hepan
showing  Michael flasheands
wilh readisbe  piciures and
words im Gem-high beteering
whem b wians aboul 12 moniths
ald, The cards were used theee
imes & day, every day, with 140
different cor SR 1o i
forr about 10 secomds al @ time

They alse labedled  majo
s thear home and wonld
tukz Michee | aroumd each ase,
lEachimyg him what the item
was amd what the ward boe al
leskedd Lk

if you think
your child's
education
doesn’t start
until they turn
five, think
again. The
best time for
them to begin
learning may
actually be
before they
get to school

“A child will learmn whatever
1% avaalable Lo them 1o keam,”
sivs Lraml. “IF thear émyaron
mieml 15 flled with the huildimg
hlocks of reading. mathemales
ardl wntimg from on enrly age,
the child will resd. wribe and
vy maths from an early age
carming these skills alinmgside
ST a%
walking and talking, meeded 1o
survrve i oo world ™

uillver early muasteres

Waiting until the child gees
10 scheual coald he leavi 12 ¥l
|0sk gl

“l think |l.'.':'|||' W, Vel
ihe past 30 years, bought mio
he wlea school s INe |pesce
Cluldren.  That™s
wwhinl’s been nccepted b @ (HIIE
parenis have unknowingly sel
up their children o =i 1pgle

By edoele

wilh sefionl
Acklx Demise, “Chaldren na-
urally learn lsnguage betwesn
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Uand 4, s 15 when they are nod
inly most willing to lesrn but are
beat able 10 do so

“There’s nothing a child wanis
i do more than leam, They don’t
constamilly nsk. “What's this? or
Why?' for nothing. They really
want o know.™ Both Michae]l and
.‘-1ugdﬂ||.'|:| loved every minute of
their leamming programeme, she says.

Children can absorb knowledpe
through thres  differcmt Jeaming
stvles — visigsd, aiidwer and kinesibetic-
lacirle (doimg or I-:'-:'-I||1|r: |

“Each child i= an indiviceal wath
differem Iu.rnlnx; """'"'l-"h"- T|||_'_|.
need exposare io all learning ayles
i crder 1o develop,” savs Demise

She recalls the experience of one
sehodl where six children wich leam-
ing difficuliics caught uwp  with

>
L —
- -

i peere after Bemding Masser CD-
roms were incorporated imo their
sl progriomme for half nn bour &
duy. over ihinee months.

A specaal needs leacher whio asked
the Fords to help with & [4-year-ohd
autistic by was rewanded when he
read his firsi sendence afier using
the sy=iem. He s now !‘|.'-.I|,|II1;I_I at o
weven-year-old level,

Angeln Woilson-5ahsbury 15 another
early kearning success story. Kaised
im & dyvsfunctional family with 11
srhlimgs, she became o ward of e
stade af four and was first fossered
then Lster adopled by early childhood
education pionecrs, Poul and Bose
mary Wilon, who esnhlished the
Tinytown Learming Centres in 1973,

"l cowldn’t read or write a single
worl af the age of four, when Faul
and Kosemary took me in. | hed no
social skills,” says Angela, now a
mather of four and n gualified
early childhood edwcaior and man
ager ol Auckland’s M1 Wellington

19 Apeil 1695

Ty torwi centre.
couldn't even dress
of  feed mysell
They tamght me
cveryibime.”

Angelu belicves
the problem 15 nid
that parents don't
wanl 10 assasy thear
chililren’s develop-
menl bur thal many
simply don’™t know
how (o begin,

“1 hive heand
tepchers  talking
abwoul chuldnen twme-
ing ap i school
five unahle o open the zip of their
own bag, becamse thelr parents have
never aclually shown them o
o do "

Jaie Hall, national coordinaior of
the Home Instruction Programme fior
Preschool Youngsiers (Hippyl, savs
many parenis are hamsirumg By their
oW uphonging.

Hippy is @ T percest privately-
funded programme which shows
low-income paremts how b0 (each
thesir proschoalers, so they don't stam
schsonel ut a disadvangnpe

“People learm by example. Parenis
wha haven't had good experiences
themselves as clhildren mary b limited
i what they can do for their owi

“Peaple think it's okay because
school will help cabch their kids up -
but il won't. The child who stans
schood with a developmendal ape
of three will almost always siay
lagging beland.”

Groeme McKay, principal ol
Auckiand s Haley Homd Primary
School, says, “a lof of |\_'|_||:|||_' _-|;_'
under the imgressn childnen can’t
do anything until they are five,
wheneas we know ol some who have
been speaking two langusges From
the age of two.

“There’s hage poiemial for chil-
dren o lesrn so msch before they
atart schood bt it"s underestimated
by n led of parents. 'We need 1o help
them become good first educaons,

“Even the iype of conversation
panenis huve with children can affect
their development. Sons range frim
wirtually nal w chastising or telling
them 1o “shus up and waich TV

“I'we had purents say, ‘1F you have
any trable with my kid, panch
him it head,” and they ve really
mezan] il.” .

Judith Thompsoan

Anpeta Wi ny-Pamns
ha i tyfon t imow how

Learning the basics

& A 53 milllon public information
campalgn infarming parents and
others about how they can help
children learn o read, write and do
maths starts next month as part of
the Government's $19.5 million literacy
and numeracy strategy.

The sirategy follows a series of
studies indicating Mew Zealand
students are not doing as well as
they could in the core subjects,

In January, the Education Review
Office found two-thirds of the eountry's
preschools are not fallowing the
valuntary state curriculum, Te Whaariki,
far reading and maths. This means tens
af housands of children are golng to
school disadvantaged in the basics.

Other studies have shown New
Zealand nine-years-olds are perfarming
well below their international peers in
maths, while about 17 percent of six-
year-olds end up in reading recovery
programmes each year,
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