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Selling a well-read baby to Clinton and beyond

L DOYLE
READIMG MASTERS . . . Denise and Grant Ford with mascot parrot Raybo

why not 8 child to read well befose

the usual age of five?

Huving survived dirty nappies and mid-
night feeds, young couple Denise and
Gramt Ford asked themselves that ques-
ton il n adecade ago alter therr new
buby clocked up his first year

They soom foumd ot

They tned some accelersted |:':Il'l1ll'|ll
wleas from leshing ediecitors on Michael
and carefully monnored what happened

The rmesult: Michasl read s b
book (365 words) al age 23 months, His
RLEleT M.IEL":IIL‘II. Do W years Laler an
1992, read her first wiord ar 17 months.

Meeir third “child” arrived on July 4,
1993, Bom in the dining room of their
Auckland suburban home with a com-
puter ns a plaything. it was named The
Parent Company.

The Fords' firm hos expanded inter-
nutionnlly by marketing its own early
readimg programme crealed rom expen
ments with Machael and Magdalen.

Lust month, The Purent Company be

II- you can each a parrol o k. then

©gan selling s products, incloding s

now  swecessful Reading Masier  pro-
gramme, on the Imternet on a welbsite
designed by Grant.

By selling its own intelleciuzl proper-
iy and rding on the first wave of this
country's knowledge economy, The Par-
ent Company managed two coups

[he first was as joint winners with
the TAB of the e-commerce expon sec-
tion of the 1999 Mew Zealand Expor
Awards this momth

The |.';'-1r|p:|:|11."~; vision and determima
tn clearly ==l 11 apar, the pelges saul,

Itz other coup was an Apec spinoff

Moting US President Bill Clinton™s

willingmess 1o do his bit for enterprising
Kiwi business people. the Fords sent an
e-mail with their website sbdress o the
White House

Back come an e-mal from Chinton's
educatiomal adviser Carnsl Basco, who
sind the president was mmpressad  with
the siie and s educational services.

Amnd 50 was Rasco. 5o much so she
sent it on o 20 educational awthorities
in the L5,

Gruni Ford said |_=-'..|.'|"-|':x|'~i11g the husi-
ness had been & tral

With Demse st home with the chil
dren Gl they were five, they would nog
have god by had bhe nof dose consalting
work in butsiness gystems for some of
Mew Zealamd's largest corporates.

“But during the last nine months |
have been able 1o work fulltime in the
buasimess prepandion For the @-cown
merce lounch and the development of a
miithis |'|||||r_r:||r|r|:|:!." lae anl

With tertiary raning  in education,
pavehology  aml sociology, Denise has
written the 27 educational books which
comprise the Reading Masier pro-
gramme, as well as co-suthoning with
Corgdon Dirvden o ook niked The Read-
ing Revolufion

Educational authorties kave not al-
ways been enumoursd with early read-
g programmes, which can  provide
headaches for teachers when advanced
readers are in a class with children their
own age just starting oul with books

But Grant Ford won't siop now,
“Selling on the Mel opens a whale mew
amd -.f_"vii;:lin; ball game for us 2 )

It's also prood pol just the ggest
niemis are leadimg the way.

GARRY SHEERAN




